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Kingston 2011:

"We as churches are able to teach the powerful 

nonviolence – if only we dare to do so.”

Ecumenical World Assembly 2011



"Even though we currently regard armament efforts 
as an indispensable element of responsible policy, 

from a global perspective, it borders on insanity 
to squander vast amounts of financial and intellectual 
resources in the face of the enormous problems that 
are piling up before humanity in order to deter each 
other from destroying each other, instead of 
concentrating all our energies on mastering the 
challenges of the future together."(210)

https://www.dbk-shop.de/de/publikationen/die-deutschen-
bischoefe/hirtenschreiben-erklaerungen/peace-to-this-household-a-
peace-statement-by-the-german-bishops.html?dl_media=34860
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"Political reason and human solidarity demand an end 
to the arms race, international and verifiable arms control 
and a drastic reduction in arms spending. …

We must counter the horrific visions of a humanity 
tearing itself apart with powerful images of 
successful coexistence of people and peoples.

Against the backdrop of climate change, broad and 
effective international cooperation is required in a way 
that has hardly ever been seen before in the history of 
mankind."(210)
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"The Church's mission is to make the voice of the 
gospel heard. The state synod asks the Protestant 
Council to make the Bible's message of peace 
heard in regular talks with political leaders.

The development and implementation of non-
violent concepts and instruments for prevention, 
conflict resolution and peacebuilding should be 
repeatedly discussed."

Decision of the synode

of the Protestant Church of Baden 2013



Blueprint Energy Transition

Like the transformation

from fossil to renewable 

energy production

we need a scenario for the 

medium-term transformation 

from military to civil security 

policy paradigm.



"Like the national phase-out law 

from nuclear energy production

a scenario for the medium-term exit 

from military peacekeeping must be 

drawn up."

Decision of the Synode 2013

point 6



Trend, negative and positive Scenario

75 % 95 %

Today       Future



Publishing of the Scenario 2018

https://www.sicherheitneudenken.de/
international/

https://www.sicherheitneudenken.de/
media/download/variant/288191/e---
friedensszenario_langfassung_a5.pdf
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Ex Bishop Martin Schindehütte of Protestant 
Church in Germany (EKD) for Foreigen Affairs:

“I’ve never read a better paper to elaborate 

our WCC pilgrimage of justice and peace.”

WCC Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace



just foreign 
relations 

Sustainable 
development in 

the EU‘s 
neighborhood

International 
security-

architekture

Resilient 
demokracie

Conversion
of the armed 

forces

Civil 
Security Policy



Resonance: Hope

● "The scenario brings hope."

● „The scenario allows us to believe 

in possible change."

● "I have been active in peace work for over 40 

years now... rarely have I heard such a well-

founded lecture, which also spreads hope!"

Andreas Schrappe, 

Leader Protestant Church Center Würzburg 13.10.22



150 supporting organizations  

https://www.sicherheitneudenken.de/mach-
mit/prominente-unterstuetzer/organisationen-initiativen

https://www.sicherheitneudenken.de/mach-mit/prominente-unterstuetzer/organisationen-initiativen
https://www.sicherheitneudenken.de/mach-mit/prominente-unterstuetzer/organisationen-initiativen
https://www.sicherheitneudenken.de/mach-mit/prominente-unterstuetzer/organisationen-initiativen
https://www.sicherheitneudenken.de/mach-mit/prominente-unterstuetzer/organisationen-initiativen
https://www.sicherheitneudenken.de/mach-mit/prominente-unterstuetzer/organisationen-initiativen
https://www.sicherheitneudenken.de/mach-mit/prominente-unterstuetzer/organisationen-initiativen
https://www.sicherheitneudenken.de/mach-mit/prominente-unterstuetzer/organisationen-initiativen


Our initiative sees itself as a dialogical initiative:

In our coordination group, we develop papers for 

our supporting organizations, the peace movement, 

the churches as well as society and politics.

We ask for feedback on our impulses 

which enriches our next paper.

Dialogical Initiative

https://www.sicherheitneudenken.de/sicherheit-
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Dialogical Initiative

https://www.sicherheitneudenken.de/media/download/variant/414214/
positive-scenario-europes-role-for-peace-in-the-world-2025.pdf
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www.sicherheitneudenken.de/veranstaltungen/fach-dialog-polizei

www.sicherheitneudenken.de/impulspapiere-2
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Austrian scenario(2023)



Scenario Netherlands (2024)

www.sicherheitneudenken.de/
international/
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rethinkingsecurity.org.uk



https://basicint.org/rethinking-european-security/
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A rules-based international order with Russia and China

- Which active offer can and do we want to make to Russia 

and China for a lasting non-violent balance of our interests?

 

National Security Strategies



www.reseaf.org/en/

African Initiative

https://reseaf.org/en/
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● Peace Institute of the Federation of 

Central African Bishops' Conferences ISPR

● Conference for the Great Lakes Region

Peace + Security Programme

● African Union (ECOSOCC)

● Alumni Network

African Peace University

● Association of Nonviolent Action CRA

● International Fellowship of Reconciliation Africa

● Emeritus Ministers

● Afr. Platform of traditional opinion leaders

Partners Rethinking African Security



Rethinking Security international



World Social Forum 2026



Positive Examples: Civil Peace Service



Examples of succesful civil interventions
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West Africa Network for Peacebuilding

https://www.sicherheitneudenken.de/media/download/variant/353243
/snd-impulspapier-nr.-1-overcoming-helplessness-2022.pdf
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Professional African Peace Workers

https://ijab.de/alle-
kurzmeldungen/campus-
friedensuniversitaet-afrika-
bildet-peace-builders-aus

University of Peace in Africa 
trains civil peace experts.
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Civil crisis intervention in Africa



Interreligious reconciliation council CAR

https://www.humanrightsfilmfestivalberlin.de/de/siriri
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Expert Dialogue on International Police 

and Global Domestic Policy



World Domestic Policy and International Police



Model Projects Social Defense

https://wehrhaftohnewaffen.de
https://wehrhaftohnewaffen.de/wo-sind-wir-aktiv
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Peace4Future.de

Training of peace mentors
• Next Gen Coaching
• Instagram
• Telegram



Experts dialogue with Misereor



Cooperations with 14 dioceses 



Cooperation of academies



Dialog-partners

Major general Richard Rosmanith
2012 to 2018 Commander of the Operational Command 
Intervention Forces

Carsten Breuer
Inspector General of the Bundeswehr



Experts dialog with MSC



Western Double Standards



Western Double Standards

https://securityconference.org/
en/publications/munich-
security-brief/standard-
deviation/main/#fn-anchor-73
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Dialog-Partner*innen Politicians



● + 1 Mrd. € Foreign ministry

● + 1 Mrd. € Int. Cooperation

● Crisis prevention, stabilisation

and peacebuilding

from 480 to 570 million €

● Crisis management and 

reconstruction

from 570 to 1240 million €

 

1:1 increase in civil spending 2023 

https://www.frieden-stark-machen.de
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Rethinking Security

 facing the war 
in Ukraine



Download English version

https://www.sicherheitneudenken.d
e/media/download/variant/400176/
2-for-a-determined-and-level-
headed-response-to-putins-war---
rethinking-security-right-now-
2022.03.19.pdf

Impulse Papers
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Expressing Stop 

AND maintaining relationship



Saying Stop!

"With one hand I say to a person who is angry, 
to an oppressor or to an unjust system: 

Stop! what you do.

I refuse to obey you. 

I refuse to respond to your demands. 

I refuse to take the role of victim."

Quelle: Barbara Deming



Maintaining relationship

"I also raise my other hand. I stretch it out. 

With this hand I say: 
I will not drive you out of the human community. 

I trust that you can make a better choice than you do now. 

And I'll be there when you're ready.

Whether we like it or not, 
we are connected."

    Source: Barbara Deming



Preparing for peace talks

Thomas R. Pickering, former U.S. 
Ambassador to the UN and Moscow,
describes in an article in the renowned US 
magazine Foreign Affairs of 14 March 2023 
realistically the possibilities for preparing 
for peace talks in Ukraine.

www.foreignaffairs.com/united-
states/how-prepare-peace-talks-ukraine
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Learning from peace negotiations 2022

• The peace agreement failed in large part 
because Western states did not want to 
take on reliable security guarantees for 
Ukraine.

• Ukraine would have renounced any 
intention of joining military alliances or 
allowing foreign military bases or troops 
on its soil.

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/ukraine/talks-
could-have-ended-war-ukraine
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Strict demilitarization and neutrality. 

Visible signs of Åland's independence are flag, anthem, 
national holiday, license plates, stamps,

Internet domain and Swedish as the official language.    

Åland Islands 1918

Conflict between Finland and Sweden



Download English version

www.sicherheitneudenken.de

Suggestions for civil solutions

http://www.sicherheitneudenken.de/


Positive-Scenario

2025-2040

„Europe‘s role 
for peace in the world“

https://www.sicherheitneudenken.de/europa-szenario
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www.sicherheitneudenk
en.de/media/download/
variant/414214/positive-
scenario-europes-role-
for-peace-in-the-world-
2025.pdf
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Europa-Szenario 2025-2040

1. European Order of Conflict and Peace

2. Overcoming the imperial dominance of Russia, 

China and the USA

3. Neutrally secured states between NATO and Russia

4. Transatlantic relations on an equal footing

5. CSCMNO for the Middle East

6. Reconciled partnership with African states

7. Europe cooperates with China 

in a fair and human rights-critical manner

8. BRICS countries become Europe's partners

https://www.sicherheitneudenken.de/media/download/variant/414214/
positive-scenario-europes-role-for-peace-in-the-world-2025.pdf
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"Our biggest mistake was 
that after 1990 we did not 
push much more for the 
establishment of a common, 
inclusive security system in 
Europe."

Science: Prof. Lothar Brock



"The myth of 

‘Russia has destroyed the European peace order’:

Above all, there was a lack of willingness for mutual 

recognition and inclusive community building. The West 

bears the main responsibility for this: it neither wanted to 

involve Moscow on an equal footing nor did it want to 

provide the OSCE with the necessary instruments for 

successful crisis management.“

Sabine Jaberg, Mythos „Russland hat die europäische Friedensordnung aufgekündigt“, 

siehe https://vdw-ev.de/ueber-uns/studiengruppen/europ-sicherheit-

frieden/#0a65a1dc50a170adf, ähnlich auch: Wolfgang Richter, Der Westen trägt eine 

Mitverantwortung für die Ukraine-Krise, bpb, 05.09.2016, 

https://www.bpb.de/themen/kriege-konflikte/dossier-kriege-konflikte/233440/meinung-

der-westen-traegt-eine-mitverantwortung-fuer-die-ukraine-krise/

Study group German Scientists 2019
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NATO-Osterweiterung - Rote Linie

Bundespressekonferenz am 14.02.2022

https://www.ardmediathek.de/video/phoenix-vor-ort/msc-report-mit-wolfgang-ischinger/phoenix/Y3JpZDovL3Bob2VuaXguZGUvMjUwOTI1OA


Mistakes of the West

"The West has good reasons to reflect 

on its own mistakes. Why in 2007 they 

didn't take more seriously what was said 

by Vladimir Putin at the time. 

Why in 2008 the American government's 

initiative was not rejected much more 

vehemently, namely – from the Russian 

point of view – the crossing of a red line."

https://www.sicherheitneudenken.de/rethinking-

security-report-2022/



Still a political option

"From my experience as a negotiator, I 

know that if you can create a situation 

where one party says, I admit, we made 

a mistake - that increases the chance 

that the other side will say, 'We also 

made a mistake.'

If you can bring about this situation, 

that's half the battle in terms of 

negotiation.“

Ambassador Wolfgang Ischinger, 

MSC-Chairman during the 

Federal Press Conference on 14.02.2022



• We propose to create a UN-secured peace zone for 
the states between NATO and Russia, primarily 
Ukraine.

• is based on a proposal by Ukrainian Foreign 
Minister Kuleba during the peacetime
negotiations in March/April 2022

Shaping a sustainable European security 

order to overcome the war in Ukraine



NATO

Russland

 

+ UN-secured 

Neutrality zone

European Peace and Conflict Order



• For Russia, preventing Ukraine from joining NATO is one, 
if not the central goal of the war.

• For Ukraine, its sovereignty with viable security guarantees 
is the decisive goal of its defensive war.

• Solution that leads out of the war and is at the same time 
sustainably stable: UN security guarantee with – if desired 
by the UN security force – stationed in Ukraine with the 
participation of, for example, Indian, South African, 
Brazilian, Swiss or other international armed forces.

Shaping a sustainable European security 

order to overcome the war in Ukraine



• Not only NATO or EU countries, because the tension between 
Western states and Russia, which is one of the reasons for the 
Ukraine conflict, would remain and would remain associated 
with lasting uncertainty for all parties involved.

• An international UN security force in Ukraine would draw its 
strength in particular from the fact that all participants would 
agree on its purpose, its task, its function and the rules of its 
deployment. A UN protection force formed not only by 
Western states could be accepted, respected and co-
commissioned by Russia as a sustainable stabilizing force.

Shaping a sustainable European security 

order to overcome the war in Ukraine



• The conditions published by President Zelensky after 

the Swiss Peace Summit on 16.6.24.

• The conditions published by President Putin before 

the Swiss peace summit on 14.6.24.

• According to the study published on 16.4.24 in the 

US journal Foreign Affairs, the main points of 

contention and rapprochement in the 2022 peace 

negotiations.

• Confirmation of Foreign Minister Lavrov 15.4.25

Putin‘s war goals
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• A world beyond wars, climate catastrophe, migration 
crisis and international confrontations is possible!

• We can make a conscious decision to do so – and 
gratefully reject the horror scenarios that are often 
offered to us.

Introduction   



• (Military) threats emanating from Russia

• Exaggerated threat scenarios

• NATO's military superiority

• Acknowledging and overcoming mutual threat 
perceptions

• Common European security with Russia

1. How does Europe create a European 

conflict and peace order that includes 

Russia?



1. Putin has committed a lot of absolutely 
despicable and war criminal acts

2. Russia is a real threat

3. And: Putin's military capabilities are 
vastly overestimated

Sober threat analysis



Superiority of the West

https://www.greenpeace.de/frieden/kraeftevergleich-nato-russland
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● NATO is far superior to Russia in almost all key military parameters. 
Even without the USA.

● Even the European NATO states on their own are ahead 
of Russia in terms of military budget, troop strength 
and large weapon systems.

Superiority of the West



• "Russia almost certainly does not want a direct 

military conflict with US and NATO forces." 

• ("Annual Threat Assessment of the U.S. Intelligence 

Community," page 14) 

Publication of 17 US intelligence agencies

of 5 February 2024 

• "Rather, the Kremlin will continue its asymmetric 

activities below the threshold of a military conflict on 

a global scale."

Assessment US intelligence services

https://www.intelligence.senate.gov/sites/default/
files/hearings/unclassified_2024_ata_report_0.pdf
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https://www.watson.ch/international/wef/498900591-die-ganze-
rede-vom-kanadischen-premierminister-mark-carney-am-wef-2026

Making Ourselves Honest
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Carney names:

● that the narrative of our previous 

international rules-based order

was a fiction and partly false

● that we have to be honest

● that the West, esp. the USA,

has repeatedly violated international law 

by force in recent decades in order to 

assert its own interests

Making Ourselves Honest



• Really enforce the UN Charter’s 
prohibition of the use of force

• Multilateralism as a challenge and an opportunity

• Europe's task: Communicating political solutions

• The safeguarding of the security interests of all 
parties involved for peaceful conflict resolution

2. How can Europe contribute to 

overcoming the imperial dominance of 

Russia, China and the USA?



1. European Sovereignty + Defence

2. Avoid a permanent arms race

3. Combine the current rearmament with offers of 

negotiations in the direction of Russia:

• Joint freeze on arms spending

• Subsequent disarmament negotiations with the 

aim of mutually controlled disarmament in the 

medium and long term

• Building a strong common, inclusive security

and Conflict Order in Europe (OSCE/RS Scenario)

What to do ?



● 2026 Peace negotiations for Ukraine

● 2027 EU Decision + OSCE Activation

● 2028 OSCE adopts Eur. Peace and conflict order

● 2029 Peace agreement in Ukraine

At the initiative of the EU and the OSCE, 

far-reaching UN disarmament negotiations begin

● 2030 UN adopt new UN Charter

● 2032 Start of global disarmament

● 2035 Global Human Security

● 2040 Peace Dividend

Scenario milestones 2025 - 2040



1.Comprehensive ecological safety

2.Equitable use of global resources

3.Common security and peace through 

inclusive security structures 

4.Freedom, Human Rights and Democracy

5.Global Controlled Military Disarmament

Five pillars of civil European geopolitics



Churches



MSC-Website  2025   

https://securityconference.org/en/marketplace-of-ideas/initiatives-

changing-the-munich-security-conference-rethinking-security/
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Politicians



Military



German Politicians



Christian Peace Ethics



German Protestant Church 

Peace Paper 2025

https://www.ekd.de/friedensdenkschrift-2025-91393.htm
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1. Protection from violence as the top priority
(instead of overcoming violence) 

2. Military support for Ukraine is justified for this.

3. Military rearmament is justified.

4. If necessary, preventive wars are also justified.

5. Christian pacifism cannot be ethically justified 
as a general political theory. 

6. We live in an unredeemed world.

Central Messages



"If you want peace, you have to talk to the enemy“

1. Introduction: Shalom and the Logic of Peace 

2. Multiple Crises: Challenges to Peace Ethics

3. Biblical Peace: Recommendations for Peace Ethics

3.1 Swords to Plowshares: Micah 4

3.2 Sermon on the Mount

• "Why do you see the speck in your brother's eye, but you don't 

notice the beam in your eye?"

• "Love your enemies..."

• "Whatever you would have men do to you, do also to them." 

(The Golden Rule)

German Ecumenical Peace Paper 2026



"If you want peace, you have to talk to the enemy“

3.3 Jesus' victory over violence

3.4 Overcoming the myth of violence

4. Logic of Peace, Political Science and Practical Love of Enemies 

5. Possibilities for action of Christians

6. Possibilities for action of the churches

7. Positive examples of Christian peacemaking

8. Reference to other peace writings

9. Lord's Prayer ...
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